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Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports

Classroom Rules

Rules are basic behavioral directions intended for students
to follow in specific locations.  They specify positive, 
observable behaviors and are connected to consequences.
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Objectives

By the end of this training, you will:

• Understand the difference between Rules and Expectations

• Learn the criteria to develop effective Rules

• See some effective Rule samples

• Develop your own classroom rules
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ExpectationsRules

What’s the difference?

posted
taught

modeled
practiced

referred-to
reinforced
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CHARACTERISTICS

SCHOOL-WIDE

HAVE 
CONSEQUENCES

LOCATION-BASED

POSITIVELY STATED

3 - 5
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Rules vs Procedures

Rules
• For frequent undesirable 

classroom behaviors
• Have set consequences

Procedures:
• Repeated classroom behaviors
• Don’t have set consequences
• Remind, practice, re-teach

“Say what you mean,
mean what you say.
Do what you said you would do”

**If a student “refuses” to 
complete a procedure then they 
are probably breaking a rule!**
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3 – 5 rules

Rules Criteria
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Observable

Rules Criteria
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Positively stated

Rules Criteria
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Location
specific

Rules Criteria
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Clearly posted

Rules Criteria
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Rules are connected to consequences

• Rule violation should be 
connected to a consequence

• Consequences need to be realistic, easy to implement and within the   
teacher’s control

• Consequences need to be consistent, 
not severeTime Out

LUNCH Detention

 Alice
 Johnny B.
 Franklin
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Rules are connected to Expectations
School-wide
Expectations Classroom Rules Home Rules

Be Responsible

1. Follow adult directions first time 
given
2. Keep all electronics off and in your 
backpack

1. Follow parents’ 
directions first time 
given

Be Respectful 3. Keep hands feet and objects to 
yourself

2. Keep hands, feet 
and objects to 
yourself. 
3. Use a quiet voice 
inside the house

Be Reflective 4. Use the “Chill Out” area for 10 
minutes when angry or upset

4. Separate self from 
others if you feel 
angry

Be Ready to learn 5. Have all needed materials in your 
assigned area

5. Actively listen when 
adults are talking to 
you
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Sample Rules (K - 5th Grade)

Keep hands,               feet, and objects to yourself

Stay on task 

Follow directions the first time



Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports

Sample Rules: (6 – 12th Grade)

CLASSROOM RULES:

Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself

Follow directions the first time

Stay on task during work times

Keep all phones off and in your backpack
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Worksheet Practice

A. List at least 4 criteria needed to develop effective rules
(can you think of more?)
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Rules Video K-5
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Rules Video 6-12
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Developing Classroom Rules:

What rules are most important to you as a teacher?
What rules do your students most frequently violate?
What structure level do your students require?

VS
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Developing Classroom Rules:

Do you want student input into classroom rules?
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Elementary:

• Follow directions first time
• Keep hands, feet and 

objects to yourself
• Stay in your assigned area
• Voice levels 4 and 5 are for 

outside
• Trash goes in the trash can
• Complete your assignments

Secondary:

• Follow directions first time
• Leave other people’s item alone
• Keep hands to yourself
• Food must be kept in book bags
• Personal electronics must be 

turned off
• Personal grooming occurs only in 

the bathroom

Classroom Rule Samples:
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Worksheet Practice

B. List your classroom rules
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Teaching Rules

Rules need to be taught:

 At the beginning of the school year

 After long weekends and breaks

 Whenever you are not seeing the behaviors you want

 Explicitly to all students (regardless of age)

 in the same manner we teach all academic content.
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Re-assess your Sorting Activity

Sorting Activity:
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Points to Remember

3 – 5 rules 

Clearly posted in the classroom

Positively stated 

Observable / measurable

General behavior of the classroom environment (not procedures)

Teach, review and reinforce frequently

Refer-to when correcting or praising behavior

Rule violation is connected to consequences
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Questions?

For more information, 
Call:
The School Climate & Discipline Department
(formerly Diversity, Prevention & Intervention Dept.)
Lauderdale Manors Resource Center
(754) 321-1655

Contact:
Georeane.Nigro@browardschools.com
Tyyne.Hogan@browardschools.com

Check out our PBIS Sharepoint Site:
https://browardcountyschools.sharepoint.com/sites/DPI6Strands/strand6/SitePages/PBIS.aspx

mailto:Tyyne.Hogan@browardschools.com
mailto:Tyyne.Hogan@browardschools.com
https://browardcountyschools.sharepoint.com/sites/DPI6Strands/strand6/SitePages/PBIS.aspx
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